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FTP — File Transfer Protocol

as It Relates to ACBL Unit 547
by Bob Gruber

FTP Background Information

File Transfer Protocol (FTP) programs are used to transfer files between computers. From a
terminal or PC, files are uploaded to a Mainframe or Server. Going the other direction is called
downloading. For the Ventura Unit, ACBL Unit 547, game files and hand records are uploaded
from your PC to the (Syrma) server.

On your computer, you launch the FTP program. You have to tell the FTP software the address
to upload the file(s) to. This address is a 32-bit number. But since such a number is not user-
friendly, a number of alternative expressions are used. One of them is called a URL (Uniform
Resource Locator). Another is a Host name.

Some servers allow these file transfers to occur anonymously (hence Anonymous FTP), where
no user name or password is required. Most require a user name and password, especially to be
able to reach specific directories on the server. Many FTP programs allow this information to be
saved and used as the default values for future connections.

Ventura Unit FTP Alternatives

The Ventura Bridge Unit has an FTP program that Tom McCrackin of Santa Barbara created and
tailored for uploading (.txt) game files to the proper directory on the Unit’s Web Site Server.
Unfortunately, it needs to be modified to upload Hand Records. Dick Wagner may have a copy
of the modified software, but many other directors are using the Core FTP Lite program
discovered and recommended by Tom Ciacio.

This freeware program has drag and drop functionality as well as the highlight and click a
“Move” button/arrow functionality. It works for “pdf” files, the format for Hand Records, as
well as “txt” or “htm” files. It works on the Vista operating system as well as XP. It allows
downloading as well as uploading files. And did I mention it’s free.

Downloading Core FTP Lite

To download the free FTP client software go to www.coreftp.com and click the DOWNLOAD
button. When you download the program, be sure to put a shortcut on the desktop or some
method to enable you to easily access the program. The shortcut icon is displayed below.
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Core FTP LE Setup

The first time you launch the program you’ll have to enter some initial setup information. When
you double click the “Core FTP Lite” shortcut icon on the desktop, a small flash screen will
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08/20/08
®¥ ¢
appear briefly, followed by the “Core FTP LE” program window, and then quickly by a smaller
“Site Manager” window overlaid on top of the program window.

The right half of the Site Manager window is where you enter the information identifying the
site/server you wish to connect to. But first, you click the New Site button in the lower left to
create a Site Name, in this case, VC_Bridge, to easily reference this site by name in the future.
The screen capture that follows shows the pertinent data.

Site Manager =27

------ © VC_Bridge Site Name
|VC_Bridge

Host /1P / URL

lftp. vcbridge.org Advanced |

Usermame

]vcbcftp@vcbridge.org [ Anonymous
Password

I""""""" ™ Don't save password
Port Timeout Retries

[21 |60 [2 [~ Retry On

[V Pasy ™ Use Proxy

Connection
|FTP |
~ Comments - {-S5L Options -
[T OpenssL I Windows S5L
New Site I MNew Category I Connect | Connect Manager 7 Close I |
Site Name VC_Bridge
Host/ IP / URL ftp.vcbridge.org
Username vcheftp@vcbridge.org
Password

Make sure:  Port =21, Timeout = 60, Retries =2

Connection = FTP
Another Ventura Unit Director can tell you the password if you don’t already know it.
Once this information has been entered, it will be saved under the name VC_Bridge.
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Using Core FTP LE

When all the information has been entered, click the Connect button at the bottom center. The
Site Manager screen will disappear (possibly after interacting with Vista’s Password Manager).

Password Manager

Yes No

Never
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Would vou like to save this application with Password Manager?
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There should be a flurry of messages in the window in the upper !5 of the Core FTP LE screen as

the connection is completed. The middle third of the screen is split into a left half and right half.
The right half is restricted to the directory on the server that contains the “TXT” results files and

“pdf” Hand Records files. The left half needs to be set to:

Or wherever your game files and Hand Records are located on your computer.
® Core FTP LE - ftpvcbridge.org:21 [S@][=]
File “iew Sites Manage Help
\ P ‘ | @ o
Mg+ | NBr@ AB@E ® ¢ % 0 2
227 Entering Passive Mode (216,97 236,240,149,14) =
LIST
Connect socket #1152 to 216.97.236.240, port 38158...
| 150 Accepted data connection
226-Options: -a -|
226 55 matches total |
Transferred 3,764 bytes in 0.016 seconds —
LPEFHEX £ [ © e oo o @ | P UB X £ [ He 4 oo o0 @
fE= C:AACBLSCORNGSMEFILE ~| =b 4= [# ~| =
A[ Filename [ Size l Date ' A ‘A I Filename I Size | Date ] Permissions I A
o - 02/25/09 11:04 R 1
|| 080220.5CM 15KB 02/10/09 10:52 = o 5
|| 080227.5CM 14KB 02/10/09 10:58 ol B e
| 080305.4CM 18KB 02/10/09 08:09 .. GAMEFILE 02/24/09 22200 drwsr-sr-s
| 080312.ACM 14KB 02/10/09 08:10 || ftpquota 11 02412/09 2213 e
| 080319.ACM 14KB 02/10/09 08:11 | 0901306, TXT 7KB 01/30/09 16:40  -rwer-r
|| 080326.ACM 12KB 02/10/09 08:11 || D90130M.TXT BKE 01/30/09 18:24  -twer-r
| 080402 ACM 18KB 02/10/09 08:12 == 0901314, pdf 29KB 02/12/09 17:20  -twwr-r
|| 080409.ACM 14KB 02/10/09 08:13 L 090 3NATXT 32KB 01/31/09 16:50  -twwer-r
|| 080416.ACM 14KB 02/10/09 08:14 | 0902024.TXT 24KB 02/02/09 18:58  -twwr-r
| 080423 ACM 14KB 02/10/03 08:14 =) 0902038, pdf 27KB 02/03/09 16:33  -twwer-r
| 080430.ACM 14KB 02/10/03 08:15 | 0902034.TXT 20KB 02/03/09 17:43  -twer-r
NANENT ATk 14 KR _N2/10/M9 N21E 55 Nan2nahd TT 1EKR N2/NA/NQ N8N osrrer.. =
Host Destinalion | Bytes Size | Rate Typg Status Source
No transfers...
Ready 1

~
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As previously noted, you may drag and drop a file from the left half to the right half of the
screen. If you highlight a file, notice that an arrow near the middle turns from gray to blue.
Clicking that arrow_copies the file from one half to the other.
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[ [ [CrACBLSCOR\GAMEFILEY " [7 | &

= | Filename | Size | Date I »~ _"I Filename [ Size | Date | Permissions ‘ -

| 081203.ACH 16KB 02/10/03 09:10 R 1
| 081210.ACM 19KB 02/10/03 09:12 T
N21217 Arkd 14¥R N2MNNa Na12

Normally, we upload files from the left half of the screen to the right half. But going the other
way is useful if we want to copy an old file onto our laptop to be available to print out at the next
game we will be directing.

When done transferring files, click the “X” in the upper right of the Core FTP LE screen.
Future launches of Core FTP Lite should have all the pertinent information already entered, with

the possible exception of the password. When that’s entered, you’ll just need to click the
Connect button to be ready for your file transfers.
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